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Background

Ehg388 (60 80 99 27 057-1), Koblenz, 10.8.2015
© Heiko Miiller

Just like the luggage and express goods vans of the MDie and MDyg types, the standard auxiliary
equipment vehicles were a pragmatic solution for responding relatively quickly to the severe shortage
of rolling stock after the end of the Second World War. Until the end of the 1950s, converted older
passenger cars or goods wagons, were typically used as auxiliary equipment wagons; in the event of
operational disruptions or accidents, they were used to remove obstacles, clear accident sites and
provide general technical assistance.

At the end of the 1950s, the German Federal Railway, in cooperation with the Federal Railway Central
Office in Minden, for the first time completely designed an auxiliary emergency vehicle. It was built
according to the same principle as the aforementioned MDie type luggage and express goods vans:
two bodies of each of the decommissioned MCi-43 auxiliary passenger coaches were assembled and
placed on newly built floor frames. Their characteristic appearance - steel box frame with wooden
panelling - revealed their origin from goods wagon construction at first glance. As with the MDie/
MDyg, used bogies of American design, also known as "gooseneck bogies", were installed.

A total of around 100 vehicles were built by 1966 and distributed throughout the entire network of the
German Federal Railways. It is remarkable that the outward appearance of the cars has hardly
changed over the decades. On many (most?) examples, the wooden walls have been replaced by
laminated wood panels since the end of the 1960s, so that they largely corresponded to the
appearance of the MDyg, but apart from that, basically only the paintwork has changed over time.
Nevertheless, almost all vehicles differed from each other in small details, sometimes parts from other
coaches were used, and there were even some real oddities... Last but not least, it is likely that the
service departments of the vehicles have made some minor individual adjustments. In any case, all
known prototype photos show small differences. The models of this package, however, reproduce
cars that are more of a "standard".

Colour scheme

When delivered, all vehicles were green and have been later - probably during the 1970s - repainted in
yellow. And this striking yellow colouring was even retained on some of the cars until well after the
turn of the millennium.

The auxiliary emgergency vehicles were indispensable for such a long period of time that many of
them were even repainted in traffic red (not least because new rolling doors were installed, giving the
vehicles a much more modern look).

It was not until the 2010s that the last major phase-out wave took place; however, a few vehicles are
still in use and will continue to operate reliably in the event of major or minor breakdowns.
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Pack Contents

This pack contains the following models of the auxiliary emergency vehicle series Ehg388, built and
operated by the former "Deutsche Bundesbahn" (German Federal Railway), era ~1970 - 1993 and DB
AG since 1994.

All five model variants are also supplied in "operational condition" - i.e. with exterior and interior
lighting switched on. Thus, the package contains a total of 10 models.

Features and functions:

- dynamic numbering: wagon number and home location

- dynamic DB logo in different versions, prototypical only for the yellow car with wooden plate body

- highly detailed coupler model with dynamic brake hoses and steam heating connection (1)

- prepared for steam heating (leaking) effect (2)

- custom sound set

- allEhg388 are fitted with switchable head lights (for pushed services to the place of the 'incident’)

- allyellow and green versions have switchable tail lights (standard control "H"), the traffic-red
versions have tail end indicators, which appear automatically as soon as these cars are attached at
the rear of the train

- simple interior, partly with night lighting

- individual textures with traces of weathering and ageing

(1) only operating if vehicles contained in this pack are coupled; also working with other rolling stock
products made by 3LIVDLKWRD.
(2) requires a locomotive with a specific and compatible control to turn the train heating on and off.
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Pack Contents

Ehg388 - variant 1:

- oldest version of the vehicle
with wooden planking

- older DB logo

- steam heating couplings

Ehg388 - variant 2:

- yellow livery of the era ~1970-90
with wooden planking

- black DB logo

- steam heating couplings

Ehg388 - variant 3:

- wooden plate body

- due to the long life of the
prototype in this livery, these
version is available with different
DB logos

- steam heating couplings
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Pack Contents

Ehg388 - variant 4:

- slightly modernized version in
traffic red; condition from 90s on
(e.g. steam heating coupling
removed)

- old roller shutters

- dynamic tail end indicators
- era-appropriate labeling

Ehg388 - variant 5:

- modernized version
(e.g. front doors with rubber
frames, plug and cable of the
train power supply line removed)
- new roller shutters

- dynamic tail end indicators
- era-appropriate labeling

Ehg388 - operational variants:

- all five cars have an additional
version equipped with night
lighting (outside and inside)

Note: For performance reasons,
the exterior lights are only
"switched on" on one side of the
vehicle (and both front sides)!
Please place them accordingly in
the scenario.
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